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the Charlottetown of 

William and Robert Harris 

Robert Harris, 1849 -
1919, left, and his brother, 
William C. Harris, jr., 
1854 - 1913, above, came 

to Prince Edward Island as small children in an Anglo-
Welsh immigrant family in 1856. Today Charlottetown 
has important collections of Robert's paintings of people 
and landscapes, and is rich in churches, private homes, 
public buildings and business blocks designed by William. 
This little book will tell you what there is to see, and 
where to find it 

by Robert C. Tuck 
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The Charlottetown of Robert and William Harris 

Introduction 

Quite often I am asked to give a talk on William Harris, or take a 
group on a walk about Charlottetown to see the buildings he designed. 
This little book is the outcome of these invitations. It is brief enough to 
be read in an hour, and small enough to fit in your pocket as you 
explore the old town. 

You will notice that the subject of this book is the Charlottetown 
not only of architect William Harris, but also of his brother, portrait 
painter and landscape artist Robert Harris. Robert's Charlottetown is 
not as obvious as William's, but it is there nevertheless, not only in the 
paintings in All Souls' Chapel and in the Confederation Centre Art 
Gallery and Museum Permanent Collection, but also in Province 
House and Fanning Bank, the Lieutenant Governor's mansion. There 
are always Robert Harris paintings from the Permanent Collection in 
these government buildings; and there are others in private collections 
in Charlottetown and elsewhere in Prince Edward Island 

Also part of Robert and William Harris's Charlottetown are the 
houses in which they lived as children, growing up in an immigrant 
family in the 1850s and 1860s. Their parents, W. Critchlow and Sarah 
Stretch Harris, lived in no fewer than 14 different houses following 
their arrival in Charlottetown from Liverpool on the barque Isabel on 
October 10, 1856. Several of these houses are still standing, and you 
will find pictures of them in an appendix. 

If you would like to know more about Robert and William Harris, 
and their family, there are a number of books available - although 
several are out of print and can be found only in libraries and second­
hand book shops. I list them in a bibliography at the back. 

Robert C. Tuck, 
Charlottetown, 
July 1, 1997 





/. The Provincial Building. 
Robert Harris financed his first formal art studies in Boston, 

Massachusetts, in the early 1870s by painting portraits of prominent 
citizens and politicians at 
home in Prince Edward 
Island. Each commision 
paid him $25 to $30 -
when he was able to collect 
it. Today several of these 
portraits hang in the 
Legislative Chamber of the 
Provincial Building in 
Charlottetown (left), 
including that of Cornelius 

Howatt (below right), notable as an opponent of Prince Edward 
Island's entry into Confederation, and Edward Whelan, a fearless 
journalist and opponent of the land ownership system that hobbled the 
development of the Island in Colonial days. Other Robert Harris 
paintings, as for example Comrades (below left), presently hanging in 
the Speaker's suite, are on loan to Province House from the Permanent 
Collection at the Confederation Centre of the Arts Gallery and 
Museum. 



2. Confederation Centre of the Arts Gallery & Museum 
Next door to Province House the Confederation Centre of the Arts 

Gallery and Museum includes thousands of works of art by Robert 
Harris in its permanent collection, from small drawings in 60 
sketchbooks to large landscape and portrait paintings. Some part of 

this collection is 
always on show, 
together with a 
selection of 
architectural 
drawings from the 
folios of William 
Harris. The Gallery 
is open daily in the 
summer. 

Portraits by Robert Harris of two of his sisters, Margaret Ellin (left) and Sarah (right). 
Both of these paintings form part of the Permanent Collection of the Confederation 
Centre of the Arts Gallery and Museum. 

Robert Harris's studies for his famous painting, The Fathers of Confederation, 
include the above colour sketch. His large portrait of Sir John A. Macdonald, 
made shortly before the statesman's death in 1891, may also be seen in the Gallery. 


