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DEDICATION
This history is dedicated to present and former residents
of Clyde River and especially to the early settlers of the
! area. The sign, written in Gaelic, which appears at the
i gateway to the Clyde River pioneer cemetery, says it all
[CUIMHNICH AIR NA DAOINE BHO'N D'THANAIG THU.

I English translation: Never forget those you come from.

PIONEER CEMETERY

BACKGROUND
This Clyde River history was
published in 2009 but the Clyde
River history project was actually
started many years ago. In 1991
Neila and Warren MacKinnon
completed a fitting tribute to the
veterans from this area and, at the
same time, conducted and taped
many interviews. This
information was saved and shared
and it served as a wonderful
starting point for this history
)ook.

Warren and
Neila MacKinnon

In the summer of 2008 Sara Richard, a student hired
through a Heritage Canada program, carried out
xtensive research on Lot 31 and Clyde River in the
1800s. She also conducted interviews with residents in
or from the community. The Clyde River History
Committee organized A Tea to Remember on an
fternoon in July 2008 to give long time residents an
pportunity to reminisce and share collective memories
bout life in the 1900s. Thank you to Sara who worked
so hard to get this history underway.
In 2009 Erica Ross, a student with the Heritage Canada
urogram, assisted the history committee in preparing
this document for the publishing stage. She spent
ountless hours typing, editing and formatting the
information previously collected. Erica enjoyed talking
with residents of Clyde River. Thank you Erica, for your
1

dedication to this project and for bringing this project to
its final stages.
i v
^This book is entitled The History and Stories of Clyde
River as it includes historical facts as well as many
interesting quotes and stories gathered from present and
past community residents. Thank you to all who shared
stories, pictures and insights.
Thank you to Hazel (MacLean) Beer and Edna (Colwill)
Livingston who carefully saved newspaper clippings in
scrapbooks and thanks to Wanda (Livingston) MacPhail
and Lillian (Willis) Bentley for sharing their mothers'
scrapbook collections, namely Mrs. Watson (Hyde)
Livingston and Mrs. Florence (Beer) Willis respectively.
These sources complemented the information that was
shared in interviews. The insights of Lloyd Murray as
well as his grandmother's diary also validated the hard
work of the early residents of this community. Thank
you to those who provided information about their own
family histories. The inserts about the founding families
and their properties are unique because the available
information varies a great deal. These sections add a
very special dimension to the history of Clyde River.
Thank you to Lawson Drake for writing the foreword to
this book. We value his historical insights.
'to'
Thank you to Elizabeth Cameron for sharing her
extensive photo collection and to the O'Leary Potato
Museum for allowing use of pictures of their exhibits.

A special thank you to Alex Dixon for writing the
section on farming. His experience and insights added
credibility to this history.
The length of this book grew as information was
gathered. There are plenty of stories to tell about this
community! The history committee realizes important
information will have been missed and mistakes will
show up, despite an honest attempt to be accurate and
complete. Please accept a sincere apology for the
deficiencies. We would like to apologize to anyone who
has made a contribution to this book that we have not
acknowledged. Writing this history was a volunteer
effort and we did the best we could with what we had.
We tried to make this book as enjoyable a read as
possible, and in pursuit of achieving this goal, we have
tried our very hardest to steer away from any stories or
omments that may cause offense to any of our readers.
We hope the readers of this history will find it
interesting and enlightening. We hope it brings back
memories to those who have shared the experiences
described in this history, and that this work will
ncourage families to continue research into their own
istory. We believe students can use this information to
ncrease their awareness and appreciation of life in years
one by in Prince Edward Island and in the community
f Clyde River.
;

inally, because today is tomorrow's history, a brief
iescription of the community of Clyde River in 2009
/ill serve as a baseline of information as life in this
community continues to change in the future.

