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INTRODUCTION
I was standing in line at a wake at a local funeral home. Behind me was Ray
Murphy. I congratulated him on purchasing the Basilica Recreation Centre and
wished him success in the future.
I mentioned to him that I was on the original planning committee for the
centre, and that it would be nice if someone would write a short history of
the centre, since it served the needs of thousands of young and not-so-young
people in the Charlottetown area.
He agreed, and said, "And you are the one to do i t . " Well, that was not what
I was expecting to hear him say. However, after talking to Wilf Driscoll, who
had an original program of the official opening, Ivan Dowling, who had a
1933 picture of the minstrel show, and Catherine Hennessey, who had a lot of
information on file, I decided to begin writing.
It soon became clear that in order to do justice to the project, it would be
necessary to tell the story of the Holy Name Hall, The League of the Cross, and
the activities that took place there. Two of the activities that I was involved in
and have many fond memories of are the Boy Scout movement and the Basilica
Youth Club.
The building that became the Holy Name Hall was originally the Queen Square
Presbyterian Church. When the great fire of 1913 destroyed the Saint Dunstan's
Cathedral, the new Zion Presbyterian church had just been completed on the
corner of Grafton and Prince streets. Saint Dunstan's Cathedral was able to use
the Queen Square Zion church until the new Basilica was completed in 1919.
The diocese bought the Queen Square Zion Church, and it became the Holy
Name Hall.
The Basilica Recreation Centre includes the time before the centre was opened
in 1964, and after it was sold in 2006. Thus, the title: The Basilica Recreation
Centre-Before and After.
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CHAPTER 1: THE BLOCK
Richmond, Prince, Sydney and Great George Streets bound the block on which
the Basilica Recreation Centre was built. Lieutenant Governor Fanning acquired
it in approximately 1792. The original Fanning House burnt down on May 9th,
1849, leaving nothing behind but a little lavender barn on the northwest corner.
The block was owned by the family until 1855, when it was subdivided into five
lots, all of which were sold to Henry Haszard.
In September of 1855, the Town of Charlottetown moved the flour and meat
market to the northwest corner and used part of the building as an engine
house for the fire department. Henry Haszard eventually sold his property.
The Union Bank; the old YMCA building, which later became an office for the
Department of Veterans Affairs; the Queen Square Presbyterian Church, which
later became the Holy Name Hall; Dr MacGuigan's home and office; Alyward's
furniture store; Duffy's store; and the Duffy residence were all on Richmond
Street.
The old Bible Church on Prince Street, which was later joined to the Alyward
property and operated for some time as Turpin's meat store, abutted the Duffy
residence. Next was the Frank Storey residence, which is now the Voluntary
Resource Center. The corner property was a small grocery store operated by
Charles McKarris, maternal grandfather of former Premier Joe Ghiz. All of
these buildings, with the exception of the Union Bank, the Storey residence
and McKarris grocery, were demolished to make way for the Basilica Recreation
Centre.
In 1976, the Heartz O'Halloran Building, 76-88 Great George Street, was
acquired by the Heritage Canada Foundation, and with the support of
a committee from the PEI Heritage Foundation and Charlottetown Area
Development Corporation, a careful renovation took place. This early initiative
acted as a catalyst for redevelopment in the downtown area. I was mayor at
the time, and was able to play a small part in promoting the importance of
heritage preservation by encouraging city council to adopt a heritage bylaw.

