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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

To seek, know, and be renewed 

by the Living Christ, 

that we may celebrate and share 

His love with others. 





St. John the Evangelist Church 

Milton Parish 

Any history of the Church of England in 
Milton must rightly begin with the first 
settlers of the area. The P.E.I, census of 
1798 shows that the 
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Younker was 
born July 7, 1782. She arrived in Charlotte-
town in the summer of 1786 with her parents. 
She died at the home of her son-in-law, D.R.M. 
Hooper, at the age of 99 - "well and favourably 
known" - having raised a family of 12 children, 
all of whom lived to a ripe old age and 
contributed greatly to the establishment of the 
church at Ml 1 ton. 

During the early 19th century other 
families located in Milton, the Moores in 1805 
and the Hoopers in 1808, followed by the 
Coles', Hudsons, Moresides, and Aldridges. The 
elder Mr. Moore acquired about 600 acres of 
timber land at the head of the North (Yorke) 
River and in 1807 he returned to England to 
purchase equipment for a saw mill. On his 
return trip from England, Capt. Moore was 
accompanied by his daughter, Jane, and her 
husband David Hooper. During the voyage the 
ship and all their possessions were seized by 
an American privateer off the Grand Banks of 
Newfoundland. They were set adrift in a boat 
and rowed to St. John's where they stayed until 
the next summer when Capt. Moore again returned 
to England for supplies. He and his party 
finally arrived in Milton in the summer of 
18 08. 

Capt. Moore was both a sawyer and a 
physician as well as a Freemason and his 
services were freely given to all for miles 
around. The Moores located a mill, called 



Lytchett Mills, near the site of the former 
train station in Milton. Mr. Hooper settled 
near the site of the present rectory at the 
intersection of the Princetown (Malpeque) and 
Rustico roads, across the road from the Myers 
house. 

George Coles settled first at Green's 
shore near Summerside but later moved to North 
Milton where his large family of children later 
took up several farms. Later arrivals in North 
Milton were the Westcotts, Driscolls, Bolts and 
Wises. Along the Princetown (Malpeque) Road 
settled the Johnstons of Newstead, the Holls of 
Kinworth, Dr. Ledgett of Mount Ledgett, the 
Dodds, the Curtis', noted land surveyers, at 
Curtisdale, and John Campbell. In Springvale 
the Crabbes built an inn and mill known as Hope 
Mi lis. 

Previous to 1837 the Milton area was part 
of the parish of Charlotte. The registers of 
St. Paul's contain marriage, birth and death 
entries for all the families mentioned above, 
showing that most of the early settlers of the 
Milton area were affiliated with the Church of 
England. Early services were held in the 
Hooper house and conducted by Dr. L.C. Jenkins 
and Rev. Theophiius DesBrisay. As the 
population increased the creation of a new 
parish and the building of a church became 
necessary. 
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referred to as Mil ton-Rustico although they are 
separate under the P.E.I, church act. 

The first church was erected at the site 
of the present church on land given by D.R.M. 
Hooper, eldest son of David and Jane Hooper. 
Construction began in 1839 and an indication 
that times have not changed all that much 
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A later note in the same newspaper 
indicates that final accounts were to be 
settled on April 20, 1840. On June 7, 1841 the 
Gaze t te carried the following ad: "Tenders 
will be received to July 1 for lathing, 
plastering and ceiling the inside of Milton 
Church on Princetown Road. Apply to Hon. J.M. 
Ho.ll or Mr. Simon Dodd." 

Rev. Mr. Lloyd purchased the farm now 
owned and occupied by Lester Johnston and built 
there a house called "Milton House". This 
house was occupied until about 35 years ago and 
has since been demolished. In this large frame 
house were eight fireplaces, four upstairs and 
four down and a large cooking fireplace in the 
kitchen. Joseph Copp was brought over from 
England by Rev. Lloyd to run the farm. 

Mr. Lloyd was rector at Milton from 
1837-1855 during which time regular services 
were held. There were 392 baptisms, the first 
being the rector's son, William Henry, in 1837. 
51 burials were recorded, the first being Eliza 
Craig Thornhill, a resident of lot 32, on April 
13, 1844 at the age of 77 years. In 1845 the 
one burial recorded was that of Jane (Moore) 
Hooper, wife of David Hooper, on March 28, age 
63. Rev. Lloyd also officiated at 81 
marriages, which in those times were not 
generally held in the church, the first being 
that of Christian Younker and Margaret 
Molyneaux on January 7, 1840. 

St. Mark's Church, Rustico, was also built 
during the time of Rev. Lloyd. The land for 
this church was donated by John Hodge Winsloe 
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1 8 5 1 . 
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a n d d e e d e d by h im on M a r c h 8 , 1 8 4 2 . I n t h e 
c e m e t e r y a t S t . M a r k ' s I s a v i v i d r e m i n d e r of 
t h e g r e a t " Y a n k e e G a l e " of O c t o b e r 6 
T h e r e a r e g r a v e s of A m e r i c a n s eamen 
t h e i r l i v e s when a t e r r i b l e s t o r m c a u g h t a 
f i s h i n g f l e e t a t a n c h o r w i t h i n t h r e e m i l e s of 
s h o r e . The r e s u l t was t h a t v e r y few e s c a p e d 
and i n a l l t h e r e w e r e 2 6 men b u r i e d b u t o n l y 12 
w e r e i d e n t i f i e d . 

The J u n e 8 , 1855 i s s u e of H a z a r d ' s G a z e t t e 
s t a t e s t h a t a t t h e a n n u a l c h u r c h m e e t i n g a t 
M i l t o n , M r . H u d s o n a n d M r . W i s e w e r e c h o s e n 
w a r d e n s , 60 p o u n d s was e x p e n d e d on t h e c h u r c h 
b u i l d i n g and a l i s t of s u b s c r i b e r s was s t a r t e d 
f o r t h e b u i l d i n g of a p a r s o n a g e . A l a t e r 
e d i t i o n of t h i s n e w s p a p e r r e p o r t e d t h a t t h e 
M i l t o n T e a P a r t y w a s t o be h e l d on T h u r s d a y 
J u l y 1 0 , 1 8 5 6 , a t N e w s t e a d g r o u n d s , t h e 
r e s i d e n c e of J . W . J o h n s t o n , 5 m i l e s f rom 
C h a r l o t t e town ( t o p of H o l l ' s H i l l ) . The 
a d m i s s i o n was 5 s h i l l i n g s w i t h p r o c e e d s i n a i d 
of t h e new p a r s o n a g e . "r u - * - - l- - -' " ~ ' T h e T e a h a d t o b e o i L ii e n e w p a L s u ii a g e . i n e i e a i i a a t o o e 
p o s t p o n e d b e c a u s e of r a i n , t o F r i d a y a t w h i c h 
t i m e L t . G o v . a n d M r s . D a l y a n d 4 5 0 g u e s t s 
„ » - t - ~ „ A „ A I . s « , „ . . » • , A „ . . . n « - • „ - „ t „ „ A e „ „ • - i . „ a t t e n d e d . 45 p o u n d s w e r e 
Mi 1 t o n - R u s t l c o p a r s o n a g e . 

r a i s e d f o r t h e 

S e r v i c e s w e r e a l s o h e l d o n c e a month I n 
H a m p s h i r e b u t w e r e d i s c o n t i n u e d d u r i n g t h e t i m e 
R e v . W . J . P h i l l i p s w a s r e c t o r i n t h e l a t e 
1 9 3 0 » s . 

The s e c o n d r e c t o r of S t . J o h n ' s and S t . 
M a r k ' s was R e v . M a u r i c e Swabey who s e r v e d f rom 
1 8 5 6 - 1 8 5 8 . D u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d t h e r e w e r e 
r e c o r d e d t w e n t y - s i x b a p t i s m s , f i f t e e n b u r i a l s 
and s e v e n m a r r i a g e s . 

I n 1859 t h e R e v . J o h n Shaw S m i t h became 
r e c t o r . The r e c t o r y was b u i l t a t N o r t h M i l t o n 
on a p l o t of l a n d g i v e n by G e o r g e a n d H e n r y 
H o o p e r . T h i s was a b o u t t h e s p o t w h e r e R o b e r t 
H o o p e r r e c e n t l y b u i l t h i s h o u s e . The k i t c h e n 
p a r t of t h e o l d h o u s e s t i l l s t a n d s I n t h e c l u m p 
of t r e e s n e a r b y . 



F o l l o w i n g R e v . S m i t h , t h e r e was a s h o r t 
t i m e w i t h o u t a r e c t o r when t h e r e w e r e t w o 
b a p t i s m s by R e v . D r . J e n k i n s and R e v . Swabey of 
S t . P a u l * s . 

I n 1865 t h e R e v . J o h n H e r b e r t R e a d , D . D . 
b e c a m e t h e r e c t o r and h e l d t h e p o s i t i o n , w i t h 
t h e e x c e p t i o n of two y e a r s , u n t i l 1 8 8 4 . D u r i n g 
t h i s p e r i o d of a b o u t n i n e t e e n y e a r s , t h e p a r i s h 
made much p r o g r e s s , r e c o r d i n g s i x h u n d r e d and 
s i x t y - f o u r b a p t i s m s . T h e r e a r e r e c o r d s of 
w h o l e f a m i l i e s b e i n g b a p t i s e d a t one t i m e , f o r 
e x a m p l e , t h e f a m i l y of W i l l i a m and P h o e b e 
( C a r s o n ) Darke on S e p t e m b e r 4 , 1 8 6 7 . D r . Read 
mus t h a v e had c h a r g e of many o u t l y i n g d i s t r i c t s 
a s t h e r e a r e b a p t i s m s r e c o r d e d from New London 
t o a l m o s t G e o r g e t o w n and f rom S t . P e t e r ' s Road 
t o C r a p a u d . 

I n 1 8 7 8 , D r . R e a d v i s i t e d E n g l a n d a n d 
d u r i n g h i s a b s e n c e R e v . Thomas B. R e a g h , who 
h a d j u s t b e e n o r d a i n e d , h a d c h a r g e of t h e 
p a r i s h . The p a r i s h i o n e r s , by v o l u n t a r y 
s u b s c r i p t i o n r a i s e d $ 7 5 . 0 0 t o buy a b e l l f o r 
t h e c h u r c h a t M i l t o n . 

D r . Read a g a i n v i s i t e d E n g l a n d I n 1884 and 
R e v . W i l l i a m Thomas was r e c t o r i n h i s a b s e n c e . 

R e v . A . C . J o n e s was r e c t o r f rom 1 8 8 6 - 1 8 8 7 
and was f o l l o w e d by t h e R e v . W i l l i a m H. Sampson 
i n 1888 who s e r v e d u n t i l M a r c h , 1 8 9 0 . 

D u r i n g t h e summer of 1 8 9 0 , R e v . R . L . 
S l o g e t t was c u r a t e a t M i l t o n - R u s t i c o a n d i n 
D e c e m b e r of t h a t y e a r R e v . T . B . R e a g h w a s 
e l e c t e d r e c t o r , w h i c h o f f i c e he h e l d u n t i l 
S e p t e m b e r , 1 9 1 1 , a p e r i o d of a l m o s t t w e n t y - o n e 
y e a r s . I t w a s d u r i n g h i s t e n u r e t h a t t h e 
p r e s e n t S t . J o h n ' s C h u r c h was e r e c t e d . 

At a s p e c i a l m e e t i n g h e l d on t h e f i r s t day 
of May 1 8 9 7 , t h e f o l l o w i n g r e s o l u t i o n was 
m o v e d , s e c o n d e d and c a r r i e d . 

That 
North Milton, May 1, 1897 
we build a new church at Milton as 
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near the old church as possible 
wooden church and not to exceed 
thousand, five hundred dollars. 
of building the church to be 
tender. Work to commence on or 
first of May 1898, and to be finished in 
October of the same year. 

John R. Hooper, Mover. 

At another special meeting of the 
congregation on November 4, 1897, a special 
Committee of 5 persons was appointed..."to 
receive tenders ... let the contract and get 
some suitable person to draw the plans not 
later than January 15, 1898"... This Committee 
consisted of John R. Hooper, Charles Coles, 
A.W. Holroyd, Henry H o m e and David C. Hooper; 
A Committee consisting of Ambrose Coles, W.H. 
H o m e , James Hooper, Charles Curtis and Louis 
Jenkins was appointed to collect subscriptions. 

At a meeting on December 2, 1897, a motion 
was passed ..."to accept Mr. Harris' plan with 
a hand on the spire instead of a cross"... 

A motion passed at another meeting on 
February 3, 1898 stated ..."that the congre­
gation build the foundation and the Committee 
make the best deal they can with the plans on 
hand." At the annual meeting on April 11, 1898 
the congregation was asked to come on April 13 
..."to put the old church down". 

In the words of Rev. Reagh in his yearly 
report for 1898-1899, 

"The past year was marked by an event of 
special importance in the history of the 
parish, namely the building of a fine new 
church which was opened for Divine Service 
on the 30th of October. The new church 
is a beautiful, substantial, and conven­
ient structure and has a seating capacity 
of about two hundred and sixty. The cost 
of the building greatly exceeded t h e 
expectations of the parish and few, if 
any, regret the self denial since "the 


