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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

To seek, know, and be
by the Living Christ,
that we may celebrate

His love with others.

renewved

and share
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St. John the Evangelist Church

Milton Parish

Any history of the Church of England 1in
Milton must rightly begin with the first
settlers of the area. The P.E.I. census of
1798 shows that the Myers family and Conrad
Younker and his wife Ruth Myers were the only
two families recorded in the Milton part of Lot
32. Mr. Younker (or Yonkkers) was a native of
Hesse 1n Germany who had served in the British
army and the Myers family had previously
settled in New York City where Mrs. Younker was
born July 7, 1782. She arrived in Charlotte-
town in the summer of 1786 with her parents.
She died at the home of her son-in-law, D.R.M.
Hooper, at the age of 99 - "well and favourably
known" - having raised a family of 12 children,
all of whom 1lived to a ripe old age and
contributed greatly to the establishment of the
church at Milton.

During the early 19th century other
families located in Milton, the Moores in 1805
and the Hoopers 1in 1808, followed by cthe
Coles', Hudsons, Moresides, and Aldridges. The
elder Mr. Moore acquired about 600 acres of
timber land at the head of the North (Yorke)
River and in 1807 he returned to England to
purchase equipment for a saw mill. On his
return trip from England, Capt. Moore was
accompanied by his daughter, Jane, and her
husband David Hooper. During the voyage the
ship and all their possessions were seized by
an American privateer off the Grand Banks of
Newfoundland. They were set adrift in a boat
and rowed to St. John's where they stayed until
the next summer when Capt. Moore again returned
to England for supplies. He and his party
finally arrived in Milton in the summer of
1808.

Capt. Moore was both a sawyer and a
physician as well as a Freemason and his
services were freely given to all for miles
around. The Moores located a mill, called
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Lytchett Mills, near the site of the former
traln station in Milton. Mr. Hooper settled
near the site of the present rectory at the
intersection of the Princetown (Malpeque) and
Rustico roads, across the road from the Myers
house.

George Coles settled first at Green's
~shore near Summerside but later moved to North
Milton where his large family of children later
took up several farms. Later arrivals in North
Milton were the Westcotts, Driscolls, Bolts and
Wises. Along the Princetown (Malpeque) Road
settled the Johnstons of Newstead, the Holls of
Kinworth, Dr. Ledgett of Mount Ledgett, the
Dodds, the Curtis', noted land surveyers, at
Curtisdale, and John Campbell. In Springvale
the Crabbes built an inn and mill known as Hope
Mills.

Previous to 1837 the Milton area was part
of the parish of Charlotte. The registers of
St. Paul's contain marriage, birth and death
entries for all the families mentioned above,
showing that most of the early settlers of the
Milton area were affiliated with the Church of

England. Early services were held in the
Hooper house and conducted by Dr. L.C. Jenkins
and Rev. Theophilus DesBrisay. As the

population increased the creation of a new
parish and the building of a church became

necessary.

The parish of Milton was created in 1837
and the first incumbant appointed was Rev.
Charles Lloyd. Rev. Lloyd was also appointed
to the Parish of Rustico at about the same time
and the two parishes have been affiliated ever
since to the point where they are generally
referred to as Milton-Rustico although they are
separate under the P.E.I. church act.

The first church was erected at the site
of the present church on land given by D.R.M.
Hooper, eldest son of David and Jane Hooper.
Construction. began in 1839 and an indication
that times have not changed all that much
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appeared in the Royal Gazette of February 25,
1840:

"On Monday 10 March 1840 will be sold at
Mr. Hooper's all such pews 1in the new
church at Milton as may be liable for
forfiture for non—-payment of certain
assessments made and 1levied for finishing
the church."

A later note in the same newspaper
indicates that final accounts were to be
settled on April 20, 1840. On June 7, 1841 the
Gazette carried the following ad: "Tenders
will be received to July 1 for 1lathing,
plastering and ceiling the inside of Milton
Church on Princetown Road. Apply to Hon. J.M.
Holl or Mr. Simon Dodd."

Rev. Mr. Lloyd purchased the farm now
owned and occupied by Lester Johnston and built
there a house called "Milton House". This
house was occupied until about 35 years ago and
has since been demolished. 1In this large frame
house were eight fireplaces, four upstairs and
four down and a large cooking fireplace in the
kitchen. Joseph Copp was brought over from
England by Rev. Lloyd to run the farm.

Mr. Lloyd was rector at Milton from
1837-1855 during which time regular services
were held. There were 392 baptisms, the first
being the rector's son, William Henry, in 1837.
51 burials were recorded, the first being Eliza
Cralig Thornhill, a resident of lot 32, on April
13, 1844 at the age of 77 years. In 1845 the
one burlal recorded was that of Jane (Moore)
Hooper, wife of David Hooper, on March 28, age
63. Rev. Lloyd also officiated at 81
marriages, which 1in those times were not
generally held in the church, the first being
that of Christian Younker and Margaret
Molyneaux on January 7, 1840.

St. Mark's Church, Rustico, was also built
during the time of Rev. Lloyd. The land for
this church was donated by John Hodge Winsloe
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and deeded by him on March 8, 1842. 1In the
cemetery at St. Mark's 1s a vivid reminder of
the great "Yankee Gale" of October 6, 1851.
There are graves of Americanm seamen who lost
their 1lives when a terrible storm caught a
fishing fleet at anchor within three miles of
shore. The result was that very few escaped
and in all there were 26 men buried but only 12
were 1dentified.

The June 8, 1855 issue of Hazard's Gazette
states that at the annual church meeting at
Milton, Mr. Hudson and Mr. Wise were chosen
wardens, 60 pounds was expended on the church
building and a list of subscribers was started
for the building of a parsonage. A later
edition of this newspaper reported that the
Milton Tea Party was to be held on Thursday
July 10, 1856, at Newstead grounds, the
residence of J.W. Johnston, 5 miles from

Charlottetown (top of Holl's Hill). The
admission was 5 shillings with proceeds in aid
of the new parsonage. The Tea had to be

postponed because of rain, to Friday at which
time Lt. Gov. and Mrs. Daly and 450 guests
attended. 45 pounds were raised for the
Milton-Rustico parsonage.

Services were also held once a month 1in
Hampshire but were discontinued during the time
Rev. W.J. Phillips was rector in the late
1930's.

The second rector of St. John's and St.
Mark's was Rev. Maurice Swabey who served from
1856-1858. During this period there were
recorded twenty-six baptisms, fifteen burials
and seven marriages.

In 1859 the Rev. John Shaw Smith became
rector. The rectory was built at North Milton
on a plot of land given by George and Henry
Hooper. This was about the spot where Robert
Hooper recently built his house. The kitchen
part of the old house still stands in the clump
of trees nearby.
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Following Rev. Smith, there was a short
time without a rector when there were two
baptisms by Rev. Dr. Jenkins and Rev. Swabey of
St. Paul's.

In 1865 the Rev. John Herbert Read, D.D.
became the rector and held the position, with
the exception of two years, until 1884. During
this period of about nineteen years, the parish
made much progress, recording six hundred and
sixty—-four baptisms. There are records of
whole families being baptised at one time, for
example, the family of William and Phoebe
(Carson) Darke on September 4, 1867. Dr. Read
must have had charge of many outlying districts
as there are baptisms recorded from New London
to almost Georgetown and from St. Peter's Road
to Crapaud.

In 1878, Dr. Read visited England and
during his absence Rev. Thomas B. Reagh, who
had just been ordained, had charge of the
parish. The parishioners, by voluntary
subscription raised $75.00 to buy a bell for
the church at Milton.

Dr. Read again visited England in 1884 and
Rev. William Thomas was rector in his absence.

Rev. A.C. Jones was rector from 1886-1887
and was followed by the Rev. William H. Sampscn
in 1888 who served until March, 1890.

During the summer of 1890, Rev. R.L.
Slogett was curate at Milton-Rustico and in
December of that year Rev. T.B. Reagh was
elected rector, which office he held until
September, 1911, a period of almost twenty-one
years. It was during his tenure that the
present St. John's Church was erected.

At a special meeting held on the first day
of May 1897, the following resolution was
moved, seconded and carried.

North Milton, May 1, 1897
That we build a new church at Milton as






