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A BRIEF HISTORY OF ST ALEXIS PARISH

when in 1755 the dastardly edict went forth which commanded the
the expulsion of the Acadians from Grand Pre on the shores of

the Bay of Fundy, six families, more fortunate than the others,
managed to keep together., They suspected treachery underlying
Captain Murray's proclamation which was set for them at Grand Pre,
They did not repalr to the church, but concealed themselves in the
woods and from thelr hiding place they witnessed their homes burned
and their flocks scattered, Having prepared some large cances,
they made thelr way across the strait to "Ile St Jean" and

landed at Point Prim, These people were John and Ambrose Bourque
and thelr families, Joseph Pitres and family, Honore lichel (Black
smith) ard wife, no family, «- Leblane and family, =-- Chaisson
and family. When they arrived at Point Prim, they knelt down and
gave thanks to God for having delivered out of the hands of their
enemies, and for bringing to a place of refuge, After which, so
tradition says, theymade the best feast they could to cheer cvery-
body. Finding after a short sojourn at Point Prim that they

were not safe from the English, who at that time were stationed
at Port-la-Jole, they took their canoces and paddled up to Bay
Fortune where they were joined by five or six families from

St Peter's Harbour,

These people had been suffering from the measles when their
unfortunate countrymen were shipped from St Peter's, and, being
too 111 to be moved, escaped expatriation, A few families of
Chiveries, D'Aligles, and others who were concealed or lived at
Savage Harbour removed later to Little River to the south of

Bay Fortune(Now Little Pond). During the first few few years
that these Acadians spent in Bay Fortune they refused to take the
oath of allegiance and were regarded as prisioners of war,

Every Spring officers from Port-la-Joie would come 1n the name of
the king to take account of the seed that they sowed and in the
Autumn thes same licensed oppressors would arrive to relieve the
poor Acadians of their hardly won crops, leaving them barely
sufficlent to sustain 1life throughtout the cruel winter.,

Some of the women of Bay Fortune determined to evade the injustiee;
as fast as the graln was threshed, they would conceal =2 portion

of it in their clothing and cerry it away to the woods where they
would hide 1t and thus secure an extra store, After some years,
seeing that there was no other course open to them they submitted
to the inevitable, tock the oath of allegiance and werggraciously
permitted to have undisputed possession of the fruits of thelr
industry, They, however, made one proviso, that they should

never take up arms against the King of France,

In the year 1798, the proprietor of Lot 43, William Townshend,

an Englishman, came to claim the land surrounding Bay Fortune,

The Acadian settlers refused to acknowledge Mr Townshend's clain

to the land on the grounds of their being possessed of a letter

of recommendation from the British officer who had administered

to them the oath of allegiance, This paper specified that they

were re-instated in thelr property as securely as when they held

1t under Louis XVI of France, The matter was taken to the courts
and Mr Townshend won; the Acadlans were forced to leave Bay Fortune,
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The greater number went to Cape Breton, but about fourteen families
Bourques, Pitres, Chalssons and Peters removed to Rollo Bay

whire they purchased lands from the late John Cmmbridge upon

which they settled in the year 1801 or 1802, Two families of
Longue-epeec went to Souris, where the Chiveries of Little River
renoved some years later., The old burial ground at Bay Fertune

1s still dscernible on the property of Mr Charles Altken,

There had been in the time of the French Occupation a Catholic
Church at Bay Fortune, but it fell into ruins and was never
replaced by the Acadians, Travelling misslionaries frequently held
stations in thesettlement in the house of Hdonore Michel who was

a prosperous blacksmith without a family. The first priest of
whor there 1s mention made as having served these Acadlans 1s
Monsieur Mazgdandy then came a Monsieur Ledru whose letters to

the Bishop of Quebec may be seen in the Archives of the Diccese

of Charlottetown,

After Monsieur Ledru's departure the next priest to visit Bay
Fortune was the Abbe de Calonne who, sent by the Bishop of Quebec
tec make inquiries as to the state of the Church in Ile St Jean,
established himself near Port-La-Joie, on what 1s now called

the Warren Farms, whence he started on various missions throught-

out the Island.

Soon after his arrival it chanced that one, Germain Chaisson, of
Bay Fortune fell 11l of the small-pox, A messenger was dispatched
to Fort-La-Jole and the priest set out to administer the console
ations of religion tc the sick nan,

There was no "royal road" to duty for the brother of a first
minister of France. Through dense forests and treacherous #ogs,
over meadows on which the summer sun beat pltecusly, across bays
and rivers, on foot and by cance the good priest pursued his

wecary way., When he arrived at Chalsson's house, he found the sick
man almost smothered for want of alr, and proceeded to give a
lesson in hygiene by opening all doors and windows, Having revived
the patient, he heard his confession and remained with him until
his death which occured shortly after, This Germain Chaisson

was considered quite a scholar in his day and was alsc a very

good man, one who made a point of collecting the inhabitants of

the g:ttlement and reading the prayers of the Church tc thenm on
Sundays and Holy Days when they were without a priest, Naturally

he was much esteemed and all his neighbours, protestant as well as
catholic flocked to his funeral, Thc Abbe de Colonne seized the
cpportunity to preach a very clear and practical instruction

over the grave, one which made a deep lmpression upon all who heard
it, and of which their descendants talked about for years,

After the Abbec Calonne, came Abbe Gabriel Champion and then

Father Aeneas Bernard MacEachern, afterwards first Bishop of
Charlottetown, under whose directlion was built the first log

chapel in the year 1804, At this time there were but eighteen
families in the parish and they all assisted in the building of the
1ittle church whieh was but thirty feet in length by twenty in









