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He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simony and asked bimi 
out a little way from the shore. 

(LUKE 5,3) r ' i 
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Foreword 

I trust that this history of the Diocese ofCharlottetown will provide our 

readers with an understanding of the lives of the early settlers who wor­

shipped God, often in very humble settings. The faith of these people 

cannot be measured in mere words or pictures - it is simply unfathom­

able. 

I am deeply indebted to Father Art O 'Shea, our Diocesan 

Historian, whose tremendous amount of research and work has made 

this project a reality. 

It is my hope that you will gather from these pages a reasonable understanding of 

the Lord's promise to abide with us forever. Pope John Paul II, in Novo Millenio Ineunte, 
tells us that this promise has sustained the Church for two thousand years. This promise has 

definitely been evident in the Diocese of Charlottetown since its foundation. 

The future will undoubtedly present many challenges for the people of the Diocese 

of Charlottetown. Faced with these challenges we must continue to remember the Lord's 

promise, "I am with you always to the end of the age ". (Mt 28:20) 

The Roman Catholic Church, through the work of our ancestors, has be 

instrumental in the establishment of many of the social services now available to 

the people of Prince Edward Island. We must preserve their vision, especially 

their struggle to keep safe the deposit of the faith. 

I take this opportunity to thank very sincerely all of our Catholic 

people who have been part of our rich histoiy and those who are presently 

making history. All have been tireless in passing on the faith that they received 

from their forefathers and foremothers. They are the unsung saints, the pillars 

upon which our diocesan Church was built and upon which it now stands. 
CORONAT IUS CLEMENTI, 

g 
Je tiens a remercier tons ces fideles catholiques, pretres et religieuses qui se sont don-

nes au service de I'eglise et de nos freres et soeurs dans le Christ. Leurfoi inebranlable a 

contribuegrandement a I'epanouissement d'une eglise qui est communion. 

Inviting you to continue to pray for God's blessings on our Church, I remain, 

Sincerely in our Lord, 

^C^f. 

Most Reverend Vernon Fougere, D.D. 

B is hop of Cha rlottetown 



Preface 

Originally a part of the Diocese of 

Quebec, Charlottetown became a 

diocese in 1829 which makes us just shy of our 

175'1' anniversary. 

From working on these pages over the past six months 

1 am much surprised by the extent of our history and by the 

sacrifices made by our Catholic people in bringing us to this 

present day. I am also fully aware that much historical data had to be excluded 

from this brief overview. 

This pictorial history of the diocese is intended for the coffee table, to be 

looked at again and again. It is a reflection on the people whose faith in action has 

shaped much of Island life through the parishes and other institutions they built 

and maintained. It also shows that we are a diocese formed of many cultures. 

May this book, through word and picture, be of special interest to all who 

explore it. May it connect us with those many people now long gone and help us 

feel part of the wider diocesan faith community. Above all, may its contents turn 

out to be a faith walk, a true sentierdefoi. 

Reverend Art O'Shea 



Teach me your way, O Lord, and lead me on a level path. 
(PSALM 27,11) 
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