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Preface

George Stavert Tanton was born and lived his early
life in Summerside, Prince Edward Island, one of the
twelve children of Jarvis Pope Tanton and Bessie Eleanor
Stavert. He was educated in Summerside schools and at
Mount Allison Academy, Sackville, New Brunswick. He
received his Licentiate in Theology from the University
of King's College, Halifax, in 1938, and his Bachelor of
Arts degree from King's in 1945. During his time as a
student at King's he not only played rugby, managed the
basketball team, presided over the College Missionary
Society, and sat on the student council, he also served
as the first president of the Nova Scotia Diocesan Council
of the Anglican Young People's Association. In 1967
King's honoured him by conferring upon him the degree
of Doctor of Divinity, Honoris Causa. Earlier he had
been made a Canon of All Saints' Cathedral, Halifax,
and had received the Rural Fellowship Award of the
American Episcopal Church. In 1941 he married
Constance Ruby Tufts, who bore him four children: Mary,
Ruth, Ann, and Peter.

This book is in no sense a biography. It is rather a
souvenir, a reminder of a remarkable man, perhaps the
outstanding Anglican priest of his generation in Nova
Scotia and Prince Edward Island.

I first heard of "Staff" Tanton from friends in
newspaper circles in Halifax, who knew him as "The
Tangier Terror". He was the dominant figure on Nova
Scotia's "eastern shore", a string of mostly small, isolated
seaside communities scattered along the rugged Atlantic
coast east of Halifax, for 14 vears. In Halifax,



at St. Mark's Church in the north end of the city, he
inspired a generation of voung men to enter the priesthood.
He then came home to his native province to be Rector
of St. Peter's Cathedral, and Archdeacon of Prince
Edward Island. Although towards the end of his time as
Archdeacon he began to be plagued by the ill health that
eventually forced his retirement, he got the Island clergy
and parishes moving and working together. They began
to develop a strong sense of belonging to each other and
to their own community in ways that promised well for
the future of the Anglican Church in Prince Edward
Island. Unfortunately, this was not always well understood
or appreciated elsewhere, particularly in Halifax where
the Island parishes were seen primarily as elements in
the Diocese of Nova Scotia.

"Staff" Tanton was an apostolic man in every way but
one. Although he placed third in one episcopal election
in Nova Scotia, he was never elected bishop. That perhaps
says more about the inadequacy of synods as instruments
of episcopal selection than it does about "Staff" Tanton.
It is impossible to think of him as a compromise candidate,
or as one who might qualify as the second choice of a
sufficient number of electors to be elected. However, it
is worth remembering that through most of the time he
was at Tangier and St. Mark's the Bishop of Nova Scotia
was a man very much like him in both character and
churchmanship, Robert Harold Waterman. That there
was such a man as bishop at that time helped make the
ministry, and the achievements, of "Staff" Tanton possible.

Robert C. Tuck.



Connie and Staff Tanton early in their

married life at Port Hill, in 1941.



Dr. John B. Hibbetts places the hood of the degree
of Doctor of Divinity on Canon G.S. Tanton at the
1967 Encaenia of the University of King's College.




Citation

The Reverend Canon George Stavert Tanton was born and
received his early education in Prince Edward Island, where he
was a member of St. Mary's Parish, in Summerside. He entered
King's and received his L.Th. in 1938 and his B.A. in 1945. He
was ordained a deacon in 1938 and priest in 1939 in the Diocese
of Nova Scotia. He was curate of Christ Church, Dartmouth,
from 1938 to 1940, Rector of Port Hill, Prince Edward Island,
from 1940 to 1943, a Chaplain in the Royal Canadian Air Force
in 1943 - 44, Rector of Tangier 1944 - 58, Rector of St. Mark's,
Halifax, from 1958 to the present. He was made a Canon of All
Saints Cathedral in 1960 in recognition of his services to the
church in this Diocese and beyond.

This in the barest outline is the career of this dynamic priest.
His rural ministry in Tangier was extraordinary. There he gave
the lead in having a hospital built at Sheet Harbour, this when
others had given up the project as hopeless. He was a leading
figure in the building of the high school at Tangier. This was one
of the first efforts made to consolidate areas where the educational
standard had suffered by the isolation of small rural schools. He
worked tirelessly to maintain the pulp mill at Sheet Harbour and
was Chairman of the group which entered into negotiations with
the Nova Scotia government. He was instrumental in acquiring
property for a Tangier Deanery Church Camp and was for years
the leading spirit behind that camp. It was through his leadership
that the Anglican clergy in the area were able to enter the schools
and teach religion. It was also during this time that he initiated
the drive for funds for the Hackenley Memorial Fund which has
been used for a lectureship at King's on rural work for some ten
years or more. The respect and affection he inspired among the
people of this Diocese caused him, as rector of a rural parish
with a small and scattered population, to stand third in the choice
of Co-adjutor Bishop of Nova Scotia.

Throughout his ministry he has been concerned for education
and for the development of opportunities for young people to
realise their potential. From his rural parish students came to
King's by means he devised to make their education financially
possible. While he has been at St. Mark's this interest has
continued. More Anglican students, in the last academic
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year, from this parish than from any other in our two Dioceses.
His concern for his alma mater has been constant and he has
served energetically on the Divinity School Council and the Board
of Governors of the University of King's College.
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On July 10, 1932, 5t. John's Church, St. Eleanor’s, celebrated its 100th birthday

with a visit from the Primate, who was also Archbishop of Nova Scotia, the Most
Reverend Clarendon Lamb Worrell (centre). Others in the picture, left to right, are
the Reverend Dr. Thomas H. Hunt of King's College, the Reverend Percy Cotton,
Rector of Calais, Maine, the Venerable Charles deWolfe White, Rector of St. John's
and Archdeacon of Prince Edward Island, the Reverend Innes Fraser, Rector of

New Glasgow, Nova Scotia, George Stavert Tanton, and the Reverend Canon A.E.

Andrew, M.C.



REMINISCENCES

When Father Tanton retived in 1974 he was interviewed for
Anglican Sunday Family Magazine, a radio program that
aired Sunday mornings on the Charlottetown station CFCY.
The following autobiographical essay is adapted from that
interview.

[ suppose my first thoughts would be my experience with Archdeacon
White, who was our rector in Summerside for 26 years. He had a clear
devotion to our Lord, and a great devotion to the Church. Like Timothy, I
grew up under his tutelage, and was inspired by him. I had the privilege of
looking after him in the sense of driving him to St. Eleanor's to Church when
[ was a boy of 12 years of age. I taught in the Sunday school, and was
superintendent when I was 17, before I left to go away to Mount Allison
Academy. The men I met in the Church, priests like Dr. Cunningham, Canon
Vroom, Dr. Hunt, Canon Malone, and Archdeacon Harrison, were great
influences on my life, showing me loyalty to our Lord, and their conviction
that the Church was fulfilling the mission of Christ Himself.

I was at Mount Allison Academy one year, and then | went to Mount
Allison University. I felt a vocation to the ministry, so | wrote to Archbishop
Worrell of Nova Scotia , who had episcopal jurisdiction in Prince Edward
[sland. He said he would see me in Summerside in July. This would be long
after college had closed. I couldn't wait that long. So I asked him if he would
let me do parish work for the summer. He said, No, that I should be sure of
my vocation first. So [ wrote back to him and said that | had been brought
up under his episcopacy, and with his permission [ would write to the Bishop
of Fredericton. I got a letter back saying, "I have a parish for you." He sent
me to Liscomb, on the eastern shore of Nova Scotia, which at that time was
pretty isolated. That's where [ started my work as a lay reader. | worked all
the time I was in college. I did lay readering work at Conquerall Mills, and
in the parishes of Port Medway and Emmanuel Church in north Dartmouth,
until 1938, when | was made deacon by Archbishop John Hackenley in Christ
Church, Dartmouth. I was priested later at Emmanuel Church.






