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OUR CHURCH

The task of living the Good News would be
impossible without the help of God and of other
Christians. We gather together to praise* to study,
to serve and to seek God's guidance. We gather
together also to enjoy human friendships; to
celebrate, to comfort and to nurture each other. The
Church is a special community of faith and different
from other institutions of our culture. It is
different because Christians have experienced and
arc responding to God's love.

A CHURCH IS PEOPLE
A church can comfort and rejoice
Can meet each human need
Can raise aloud a moral voice
And take a Christian lead.
A church can be a sainted place
Of breathing brick and wood
If those who occupy its space
Will magnify its good.

THE MINISTER'S MESSAGE
A church building is a visible symbol of the
activity of Christ in the lives of people past and
present. It represents the dedication of the Christianswho built it and of those who have since maintained it.
Such symbols can get old (as this 100 year old one) but
their message remains constant—here is a place for folks
to gather for praise, prayer, fellowship, learning,
comfort, growth in faith, service, witness, planning,
joy, sharing; caring.
A well-kept church building is a witness to the
co-operative effort of a community of faith. It speaks
of the continuing work of the Holy Spirit in the lives
of people as they are received into the covenant relationship with God by Baptism, profess their faith before
the congregation, promise their love in Christian
Marriage, minister to each other through the youth and
adult programs and witness in death by preparing their
funeral requests for the Celebration of Resurrection at
the time of burial.
The church building of a United Church congregation
is also a symbol of our past and present aim to be
faithful to Jesus' prayer—found in John 17: 11, 21-23
that his followers :'may all be one".
Elmsdale United Church has already moved into our
second century of service to Jesus Christ, since we are
a few years older, as a congregation, than our building.
As we proceed, may we continue to lead people to a
profession of faith in our Lord, multiply the cause of
Christ at home and abroad, and in all other ways to
seek to live to the glory and praise of God, our Creator
and Redeemer.

Roland H. Hutchinson

HISTORY OF THE CHURCH
Our church history dates back to two great
Methodist leaders in England: John and Charles
Wesley and several Methodist missionaries who were
sent out from England to look after the religious
needs of the people in this largely unsettled island.
Benjamin Chappell in Gharlottctown and Theodore Wright
in Bcdcquc-Tryon area wore responsible for securing
Methodist missionaries to win new converts and to
gather '.'cthodists into congregations.
In 1359 the Methodists in Bcdcquc recommended
that a missionary,, the Rev. Robert Wilson, be sent to
"he area along the coast between West Cape and North
Cape.. As a result of these efforts, the settlers,
many of whom were originally from Bcdcquc and Tryon,
were formed into a mission in 1860 with the Rev. William
C. Brown as pastor of thirteen preaching places and
according to the earliest records Elmsdale was one of
those preaching places. Three years later, in 1363
it was recommended that 'vest Cape Circuit be divided
with a separate preacher for Cascumpcc, Kildarc,Tignish,
and other places. In 1867 the single title West Cape"
appears with Rev. C. W. Dockrill as Superintendent and,
'according to the record of the earliest ministers to
serve the Methodists of the Albcrton area were:
Rev. C. W. Dockrill (1367-59) and in 1869 Rev. J. G.
Bigncy. In 1370 the title "West Cape" is replaced by
•'Albcrton" with Rev. J. G. Bigncy as pastor (1369-72).
He was succeeded by Rev. L. S. Johnson (1872-75) under
whose leadership a Methodist Society was formed in
Albcrton in 1372. According to the Quarterly Board
Minutes for August 16, 1375, n A young man, the Rev. •
Aquila Lucas is expected to be here in October 1875.
His three-quarter salary is estimated at $150.00 and
his board at $66.00. It is thought that friends will
lend him horses for journeys to save expenses to the
circuit (1875-78)." In 1879 during the pastorate of
the Rev. Joseph Scllar land for the construction of a
church in Elmsdalc was obtained in 1880 from Mr.
Malcolm Matthews. From the records in the Albcrton
Wcslcyan Methodist Register 1867-90, Book 1, we find
the first Marriage, .Nov. .13, 1880, Charles Morgan,

widow, to Eliza Whclan, spinster, by license, at
Elmsdalc, by Rev. Joseph Scllar. The witnesses
were G. R. Stubbs and James Dohcrty.
Baptism: Feb. 21, 1883, Amos Gordon, son of David
H. and Sarah A. Cain, born Aug. 3, 1878, baptized
in Elmsdalc by Rev. H. R. Baker. Three other
children of the same couple were baptized the same
day: Elizabeth Winifred, born Feb. 13, 1880; Annie
Bell, born Oct. 8, 1882; and Thomas Edgar (adopted)
born Nov. 15, 1882.
Burial: The earliest identifiable burial in Elmsdalc
is recorded in Book 2, 1890-96: Frederick Matthews,
died Dec. 29, 1890, of heart disease, buried at
Elmsdalc Jan. 2, 1891. Buried by Rev. W. Lawson.
It is remarded that he died suddenly.
Rev. J. Seller (1378-81) was succeeded by Rev.
H. R. Baker (1881-83) and Rev. D. D. Moore (1881-83)
From a letter dated March 10, 1965, to Mrs.
Alice Green from George A. Lcard, it states that
on Aug. 25, 1883; the Prcsbyterial Witness reported
Albcrton Congregation divided recently—a new church
being built at Montrose and another at Elmsdalc. In
1884, May 15, the new church at Elmsdalc is reported
completed except for seating and is out of debt.
Supervising the carpentry work was Thomas Henderson,
helped by several men from the charge. In 1885 the
Presbyterian church purchased the church from the
Mcthodista...-. Th'e earliest references
to Elmsdalc in the Presbyterian records arc found
in the Registers of the Montrose charge.
Baptism: Mahala Bell, daughter of Bertram H. and
Mattic Ramsey born Jan. 19, 1885, and Christina
FraserJ daughter of Elijah and Maggie McArthur,
baptized June 18, 1815(It is noted that Christina
died on June 21, 1835 from being scalded)
Marriage: July 24, 1885. Allan Hardy of Elmsdalc
and Cassic Arthur of Albcrton. The witness was
Milvillc Arthur.

