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DEDICATION

This book is dedicated to the memory of the early settlers of this
community.

Their trust and confidence in God; their loyalty to Church and
Country ; their resolve to clear the land, till the soil and build their homes;
their realization of the need of education for their children; their desire
to settle in a new land with its new opportunities, have laid the solid
foundation on which this community has grown and developed and

prospered.
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TREAGH OR TRAUGH

The first Irish emigrants who settled in Kelly’s Cross, called the
settlement “Treagh” or Truagh”.

In an effort to obtain the proper meaning of these words, and to
find the reason for their choice of the name, the Irish Ambassador, to
Canada, was contacted, and his Secretary, Jeremy Craig replied as follows:

“As regards the name “Treagh” or “Truagh” by which Kelly’s
Cross was formerly known, this is undoubtedly derived from the Irish
language (Gaelic). As you spell it the word means “trident” or “Speak”.
However, unless this makes sense in some local context, I would incline to
think that it maybe a variant spelling for “Tra” or “Traigh”, which means
“Strand” or “breach”. This would be particularly likely if Kelly’s Cross
is on the coast; the word occurs frequently in Irish placenames as for
example, in Tramore (the big Strand).”

So it is difficult to have a clear expression of the meaning of the
word, and why it was chosen as the name for Kelly’s Cross. In the
County of Monaghan there is a Lake of Truagh which perhaps suggested
itself to the early settlers and so the name Truagh.

Since most of the early emigrants to Kelly’s Cross came from the
County of Monaghan, it might be informative to give a brief description
of Monaghan.

MONAGHAN (ULSTER)
(Country Town: Monaghan)

An inland country, with a rather broken surface of many low,
rounded hills. Small lakes are situated in the southern half, and also to
the north-east of the town of Monaghan.

The highest point lies in the extreme north-west, where the Slieve
Beag rang, straddling the Northern Ireland Border, reaches 1,000 feet.

The River Blackwater flows through the country which is well cul-
tivated. The town of Monaghan, which has a Catholic Cathedral, is the
seat of the Bishop of Clogher.

Carrickmacross, a small town situated to the south-east is noted
for its lace.

Places of Scenic Interest — Carrickmacross, Castleblayney, Rock-
corry.

Places of Architectural or Historic Interest — Clones, Glasslough.



HISTORY OF KELLY’S CROSS
by Desi Nantes

In attempting to delve into the history of Kelly’s Cross, one is at
once confronted with the fact that this settlement was called by the
first settlers “Treagh”. They named it Treagh in memory of their beloved
homeland amid the green hills of Monaghan, in the goodly Diocese of
Clogher.

The name Kelly's Cross is of recent origin, around the year 1900,
and was derived from the fact there was a Kelly family at the end of
each road which intersected at the corner. At the end of the Maplewood
Road was Tom Kelly; John Kelly on the Lot 30 Road; Ned Kelly on the
Melville Road and Patrick Kelly on the Upper Road. -

Township 29, in which St. Joseph’s Church is located, was, at the
time of the opening of the Parish, the property of Viscount Melville.
Upon that portion of the estate which extends along the shore between
DeSable River and Crapaud, was settled about 1769 by the families of
Timothy Burn, Thomas Murphy and Cornelius Harrington. But the first
Catholic settler in Kelly's Cross was John Creamer from County Longford,
Ireland, who emigrated in 1839. The remainder of the original settlers
in Kellv's Cross included: Henry Woods from Donagh, Felix McGuigan
from Donagh, Owen McDonald from Tyhland, Mrs. Mary Kelly from Don-
agh, John Haughey from Donagh, Robert Craic from Donagh, Peter Mec-
Nally from Donagh, John Monaghan from Donagh, Thomas Hagan from
Tvrone, Patrick MeMurrough from Donagh, William McKenna from Eryle
Treach, Francis Malone from County Monaghan.

John Creamer was a successful farmer, and soon after his arrival
built himself a commodious house, so that, four years later, when a number
of other emigrants arrived in the District, he was in a position to acco-
modate and shelter them beneath his hospitable roof until such time as
their own dwellings were habitable.

Mr. Creamer was entrusted by Lord Melville’s agent to lay off and
portion the farms taken up by these new settlers, These farms comprised
one hundred acres of land, and were granted for three years at three
pence per acre; three years at six pence; three years at nine pence, and
nine hundred and ninety-nine years at one shilling an acre. According
to the early census of 1861, it appears that all of the leases were for the
nine hundred and ninety-nine years.

It is not too difficult to understand that when Mr. Creamer arrived,
there were no roads to boast of ; but soon after his arrivel the surveyors
Legan the difficult task of laying out a road, a cart road, from Charlotte-
fown as far west as MecAlden’s farm. Soon, also, cross roads were laid
out between Charlottetown and Viectoria, and what was called the Anderson
road to Bedeque and the south shore of DeSable.
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The settlers, who emigrated to this area during the years 1840-
1844, were for the most part from the parish of Donagh, in the barony of
Treagh. Father Monaghan was the parish priest, and since he was suc-
cessful in advantageously settling a portion of his flock in Fort Augustus,
was very anxious to continue this work of settling the people in the green
pastures of P.E.L

Those who came to Township Twenty-Nine were chiefly from the
estate of Colonel Leslie who, although having a reputation of a good
landlord, had agents and sub-agents who were hard and cruel. If Father
Monaghan was anxious for his flock to emigrate to P.E.L,, this was not
the feeling of his curate, Father McKenna. He used to tell the people
that they were going to a “frozen country” where they would be in
creater danger than if they remained home. However, they seemed to
follow the advice of Father Monaghan, and many of them took passage on
board two ships, one the “Connisbruck” and the other the “Agitator” for
Charlottetown, —

1t is not too difficult to envision the many and varied hardships
these early settlers must have suffered not only on board ship, but also
when they landed, and had to make their way to Lord lLeslie’s estate
near Desabl.e There was very little cleared land, and so they had to spend
long weary days in cutting lumber for Lord Leslie, for he shipped lumber
to Ireland, and at the same time be clearing a small piece of land on
which to grow a few vegetables. But clear it, they did, and made their
way inland along what is now called the South Melville Road, to settle
in Kelly’s Cross or as they affectionately called it Treagh.

Among those early pioneers who settled in Township Twenty-nine
was Patrick McMurrough, who for vears acted as Father Monaghan’s
clerk in Donagh. He was a good man, and when the possibility of building
a church was first considered, he donated two acres of land as a site for
the proposed church. Ever since the emigrants arrived, they longed for
a church, but it was not until 1848 that the construction commenced. Dur-
ing its construction a very sad accident took place in which a number of
workers were injured, and Richard Best of Crapaud was killed. Not with-
standing this tragic event the work was brought to a successful con-
clusion. Father Reynolds, the first pastor, who had been looking after
their spiritual needs, not only encouraged the people, but he agreed to
stay with them as their pastor.

So in 1851, Father Malachy Reynolds took up residence in Kelly’s
Cross, and built a rectory or parish house on a site opposite to the present
rectory. The land for the parish house was bought from William Waddell
and Father also purchased a few acres to be used as a glebe farm. This
land remained the property of the parish until 1867 when Father Patrick
Doyle, the pastor then, sold it to purchase a one hundred acre farm from
Mr. Hughes of Charlottetown.

Father Malachy Reynolds remained as pastor until 1859, when ill
health forced him to resign. He moved to Lot 65, and stayed at the home
of John Murray, for nearly two years.
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