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A HISTORY OF CANOE COVE 

FORWARD 

This history was written as a project for the Canoe 
Cove Women's Institute, and its aim was to gather 

information on the early settlers of Canoe Cove; who 
they were, their roots, and how they laid the 
foundation of our community. Because much of it is 
hearsay there will be inaccuracies and omissions. 
Information has been obtained from various minute 
books, a school register, a church history written by 
Rev. Gerald Sarcen and Velma MacPhee, scrapbooks, 
clippings, the MacNevin, the MacFadyen, the MacPhee 
and the Inman family histories and various other 
writings. The school history was researched by Betty 
MacPhee. 

Effort has been made to name as many family 
members as possible of the Cove families but no doubt 
many are left out. The land has been identified by the 
1880 Atlas (Meacham) and in most cases the people 
who lived on the land after that. The 1928 (Cummins) 
Atlas has also been used which gives further 
information on the families of the Cove at that time. 
Again there will be omissions and/or inaccuracies. 

The early settlers were almost all Scots and if one goes 
back a few generations one would find that Gaelic 
(pronounced Gal-lic by our people) was spoken more 
often than not. At that time the church service was in 
English and Gaelic. This practise of having a service in 
both Gaelic and English continued in some areas until 
1910 and I would suppose that the same would be true 
of the Cove. 



Thanks for help with this project go to the following 
friends: 

Ernest Inman for a school register dated 1896, 
a school picture of around 1910, a farm record book of 
his father's as well as many anecdotes of the early 
years. 

Hector MacNevin for a scrapbook that was a 
mine of information, also for his many interesting 
comments about the organizations and the people. 

Betty MacPhee for her research on the school. 
Barbara Tuck McAndrew for information on 

the Harris Lobster Cannery. 
Florence Livingstone for the MacKenzie family 

details. 
Louis Darrach for his reminiscences of the 

people especially those involved in the lobster fishery, 
and to any others not named who helped in any way. 

I am particulary indebted to my son, Billy who 
provided me with his computer as well as giving me 
encouragement, to my daughter, Rosemary, for her 
painstaking instruction in the use of said computer, 
and also for help in editing and generally keeping me 
on track, and finally to Sharen Mac Pherson, for her 
help in desktop publishing. 

It is hoped that this history will give you some idea of 
our first settlers, and how the community evolved. If 
your roots are here you can be proud of your 

community and your heritage. 
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CANOE COVE 

Tis said in legend tale 
That long ago 

An Indian tribe came here 
In flight from ancient foe 

And landed in this very cove 
With their canoes 

And thus the name 
Is Canoe Cove. 

It may be true 
And likely is 

And that thy friendly shore 
Good shelter gave to those who came of old. 

But this I know beyond dispute 
That I have come to thee 
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Full many a time 
In flight from care, 

And I have found in thee 
A sheltering cove of rest 

From storms of life. 
Thy rocks and garden green above 

Give resting pleasure to the eye 
Thine acres broad 

Of clean unsoiling sand 
With gullies interspersed and warm 

Give sportive play a chance. 
Thy waves and tide 
With ebb and flow 

Lend music, change and rest 
Unto the mind and heart 

And from thy soothing, buoyant, 
Bracing summer waters come 

Whene'er I swim and sun in thee 
A sparkling sense of health 

And so to me thou art indeed 
A gladdening, strengthening, sheltering 

Cove of life. 

Written by Rev, Murdoch MacKinnon of Canoe Cove 
Published in The Patriot August 16,1933. 

Used with permission of Mr. MacKinnon's niece 
Mary, Mrs Allan MacDonald. 
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The Naming of Canoe Cove 

The story has been passed down that during the 
hostilities between Britain and France the Indians 

were on the side of the British. The French occupied 
Fort LaJoye, now Fort Amherst, at Rocky Point. 
Because of the French defense the British were not 
able to enter Charlottetown Harbor, so they anchored 
off what is now Canoe Cove. The Indians took the 
British soldiers ashore in their canoes and it is said 
that the soldiers gave the name Canoe Cove to our 
district. In Geographical Names of Prince Edward Island 
published by the Department of Mines and Resources 
Canada 1973 Alan Rayburn writes "Probably derived 
from French Anse Canot and probably given because 
the Indians portaged from there to West River." 
Named by Holland in 1765 Allen Cove for either John 
Carter Allen who was present at the capture of 
Louisburg in 1756, or for Lieut. James Allen who was 
wounded there. Douglas 1925 has this as the correct 
name, but only Canoe Cove is used and this is shown 
in Wright 1852 and Meacham 1880. In Micmac 
Kweduna Walna, "Canoe Cove". In Canoe Cove and 
in surrounding districts. Canoe Cove was often 
pronounced "Canna Cove". Where the local 
pronunciation "Canna" came from is not clear, it may 
have been the Gaelic influence. Canna Cove or Canoe 
Cove, there is no place like it. If you were born here 
you will hear the surf pound and smell the salt water 
in your dreams for the rest of your life. Even your 
descendents will feel the pull of the Cove and its 
proud Scots heritage calling them back to its beauty 
and tranquillity. 
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The Land 

In 1766 Prince Edward Island was surveyed and 
divided into 67 lots of twenty thousand acres each 

by Samuel Holland. Canoe Cove, situated on the 
Northumberland Strait, is mostly in Lot 65. When I 
was a girl, many years ago, Lot 65 was always included 
in our mailing address. Lot 65 fell by ballot to a Mr. 
Wright and a Mr Owen. A small part is in Lot 30 which 
went to a Mr. Murray. The Land Purchase Act did not 
come into force until 1873 so it can be assumed that 
the settlers who came before then rented their land 
from these men, more likely their agents, as they were 
absentee landlords. The settlers would set about 
clearing the land and building temporary log homes 
using the trees that they cut down. Trails were blazed 
from one place to another by cutting notches in the 
trees at eye level. In later years when better roads 
were built they followed these winding trails and that 
is why you see some of those beautiful, meandering 
roads yet on the Island. They were never intended for 
speeding automobiles but for a leisurely ride in a 
horse and buggy. These were the only roads for a 
hundred years or more. 

Crops were sown initially using very simple 
implements. One implement used in the Highlands, 
before the settlers came to Canada was a primitive 
shovel type tool and perhaps that is what they used 
when they came here. Livestock, which would have 
been very scarce, was obtained and the settlers were 
able to make a living. Even though the living would be 
scanty at first it would be better than what they had 
back home. 
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Before we look any further at the early days of our 
Cove let us think about why the first settlers left their 
beloved native Scotland. Up until the early eighteenth 
century the Clan system prevailed in the Highlands 
and the people looked to their clan chief for 
protection and the means of earning their living. In 
return they served him loyally and faithfully and when 
their Chief betrayed them it was as if a father had 
turned against his child. The Laird owned large tracts 
of land obtained, maybe by prowess in battle or 
maybe a gift of his king and this land was handed 
down from one generation to another. He rented this 
land out to tenants some of which were called 
crofters, the same families being in the same places 
for generations. The highland soil was extremely poor 
and it was difficult for the crofters to pay rent and 
wrest a living from the stony ground. After the Battle 
of Culloden the English tried to wipe out the clan 
system and forbade the wearing of the tartan. Some 
clan chiefs and Lowland Scots sided with the English 
and later joined with them in their cruel and inhumane 
treatment of the crofters. 

The landowners found that they could make more 
money raising sheep than renting to crofters so they 
evicted their tenants in the cruelest way imaginable. 
The factors (agents) would come to the croft usually 
through the day when the men were at work, put out 
the hearth fire which burned day and night using the 
precious milk that was needed for the family. Then 
they would set fire to the croft which with its thatched 
roof would burn easily. The crofters would have to 
leave carrying everything. That could be a sick child 
or old person, along with their scanty belongings. 
Perhaps even the roof tree and the lintel would have 
to be carried as they were not allowed to cut trees 
down when and where they wished. Their crofts were 
almost entirely of stone but the boards where the two 
sides of the roof met, the roof tree, had to be of wood. 


