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PoRecuoRd 

When I first began this work, I wanted to determine when my Doyle ancestors 
arrived from Ireland. After finding and reading the obituary of my Gt. Gt. 
Grandfather James Doyle (died 1863), I wondered about such things as his 
burial site and the names of his twelve children. I then became curious about 
the life of James and those of his children. I had some knowledge of one child, 
James B. Doyle, my grandfather's father, and began a search for information 
about the others. I did not know so much as a name of any of the others. 

I began at the P.E.I. Museum and Heritage Foundation where I found 
census information, some baptisms, and a few references to newspaper 
articles regarding these people. I talked to many people, some of whom 
actually knew one or more of the twelve children. As I accumulated more and 
more knowledge of these people, I began to feel I knew them personally. Each 
new fact created other questions, driving me to delve further into their lives. 
Visits to the Courthouse in Chariottctown provided two documents of great 
importance to this story: the wills of William Lacey and James Doyle. 

Since the Doyle family was a member of the St. Dunstan's Parish in 
Charlottetown, I spent many hours searching the St. Dunstan's Parish Regis­
ters. I also spent much time at the Provincial Archives, U.P.E.I. Library, and 
P.E.I. Museum and Heritage Foundation studying land conveyances, old 
newspapers, court records, old photographs, magazines and books. Much was 
gained by writing letters to various Provincial and State archives. The informa-

I tion from Ireland was obtained principally through a fine gentleman named 
[ Hilary Murphy, author of The Families of Wexford. 

It was all interesting, including the walks through the cemeteries with my 
I wife in search of some gravestone of significance—an exercise Evelyn calls 
I "graveyard stomping". What follows is the result of seven years' work. I hope 
I it will be of interest to other descendants of James Doyle and Margaret Lacey, 
I including my children Jennifer and Michael who have many more interesting 
I things to think about, at this time in their lives, than family history. 

The reader will notice that I have dealt principally with those Doyles who 
I lived on Doyles Point. The reason for this is one of time and availability of 
Iresearch materials. 

Louis J. Daley, 1992 





InrRoducrion 

The name Doyle is a numerous one in Ireland. It is derived from the Irish 
O'Dubhghaill, literally meaning "descendant of the dark stranger". According 
to Hilary Murphy, a local authority on the subject, it is probable that the Doyles 
of Wexford were descended from Norsemen who were living in Wexford at 
the time of the invasion by the Normans, and were called "dubhghall" ie. "dark 
strangers" or "foreigners" by the native Irish. 

On Prince Edward Island, Doyles were among the early immigrants 
following the French defeat at Louisburg in July of 1758. Port Lajoie, the 
French Garrison near Fort Amherst in Rocky Point, fell to the British in August 
of that year. Most of the Island French were expelled by Colonel Lord Rollo 
with aid from five hundred British troops. Those remaining, principally a 
colony of three hundred at Malpeque which was too distant to bother with, 

; formed the nucleus from which the Island's present day Acadian population 
i descended. The "Island of St. John" formally became a British possession in 
11763 following a formal peace treaty between England and France. There arc 
! no Doyles present in the British Census of 1798 but a few were here by 1816. 
Doyles settled in various parts of the Island. A number of Doyles and Laceys 
seem to have come to the Seven Mile Bay area about 1815-1817. Others came 
to the extreme western part of the Island and settled near Tignish or Miminegash. 
One settled at Little Sands near Wood Islands and several made their first homes 
in the Charlottetown area. The majority came from County Wexford although 
there were others from Kilkenny, Waterford, Cork, Monaghan, and Dublin. No 
doubt some came from Newfoundland. Did the good Father J.-L.-J. Calonnc 
[have any Doyles in mind when he wrote the following to Bishop Pierre Dcnaut 
[in 1800? 

The greater number of the Irish we have here bring with them nothing 
but vices, because they are the very dregs of Ireland and Newfoundland. 
They came [sic] to this place not because they emigrate, but because 
they have been expelled from their own country. (MacDonald 2) 

They were fishermen, farmers, blacksmiths, laborers, carpenters, serv­
ants, and housemaids. Some had a little money but the most valuable commod­
ity brought by those that prospered was a willingness to work hard to better 
themselves. 

Mermaid is a small community situated in Ixn 48, five miles southeast of 
[Charlottetown, the capital city of Prince Edward Island, Canada. It was in this 
[area that James Doyle settled in 1836. Doyles Point, as the farm came to be 



known, is located on the cast side of an inlet known as Fullcrtons Marsh (or 
Fullcrtons Creek), where it converges with the Hillsborough River. Much of 
the following story took place in this area. When the text refers to Lot 48, 
Fullcrtons Marsh, and Mermaid, the reader may assume —for our purposes— 
that they arc one and the same. 

Doylcs Point in Mcacham's 1880 Atlas 
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o ne 

James Doyle was a native of Adamstown Parish, County Wexford, Ireland. Of 
his life there, little is known. According to his obituary, he was born in 1796. 
One of the gravestones in the churchyard in Adamstown, may name some of 
his family: 

DOYLE. Erected/ by/Johanna Doyle of Adamstown/ in memory of 
her father/James Doyle who died 11th May 1817/ aged 61 years/ also 
her mother Mary Doyle alias/ Dillon who died 12 Apr. 1819/ aged 60 
years/ the above Johanna Meylcr nee Doyle/ died 6th Oct. 1887. 

A January 1992 letter received from Father Thomas Doyle, Parish priest of 
•Adamstown, describes the area: 

Adamstown is a small village of some twenty houses. It has a fine 
Catholic church, presbytery, and both primary and secondary schools. 
We have a community center, and three shops. The hinterland is very 
agricultural and very good, most of it St. Abban is the patron, and goes 
back to the thirteenth century. There is a stone in the cemetery which 
is supposed to date back that far. There is a castle close by dating from 
the fifteenth century built by an Adam Sevcreux. There is a large 
cemetery with many Doyle stones datingback to the 1700'sand 1800's. 

Our James may have been the son of James Doyle, who farmed eleven acres 
the townland of Raheenvarrcn, parish of Adamstown, formerly the curacy 

f Newbawn Parish. The landlord was Richard Browne Clayton. It is interesting 
3 note that Margaret Lacey's family lived in the same townland, also on a small 

Prior to 1836, most of the Irish immigration to Canada was from southeast-
Ireland. Thirty-five thousand Irish migrated to Newfoundland between 

806 and 1836. They obtained ready employment in the fishery there. The fish 
lad a ready market to supply the sailors and soldiers fighting in the Napoleonic 

rs. When these hostilities ended in 1815, many of the Irish moved to New 
Brunswick to work in the lumber woods, and some moved to P.E.I. These 
people were called "two-boaters", due to the fact that they left homes twice 
before finally settling in P.E.I, or N.B. Many Irish, however, came to the Island 
directly, during these years, from the southeast ports of Ireland, principally 
Watcrford, Cork, and Dublin. (MacDonald 7) 
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James emigrated in 1816, possibly on the Harriot which made two 
voyages from Dublin to P.E.I, in 1817. (During the year 1816 the first Roman 
Catholic church was built in Charlottetown. It was a small wooden structure 
built on the site of the present Basilica.) He was twenty-one at the time, and 
like many of the soollcd "Prc-faminc Irish" (those who came prior to the Irish 
Potato Famine of 1845-47), was no doubt attempting to find a better life for 
himself in Canada. Ads in local papers said that tradesmen were required in 
large numbers in Canada. 

It is possible that our James was working in Dublin in 1815. A London 
merchant named Louis Desmond contacted a number of tradesmen (seventy-
seven In all) and enlisted them to travel to St. John's, Newfoundland on the brig 
Concord, whose Master was John Stobc. One of these tradesmen was 
definitely a James Doyle. When the ship arrived in St. John's, forty-four of the 
seventy-seven passengers were ill. St. John's had just suffered a devastating fire 
and was in no condition to accept sick people who would put further strain on 
their already dwindling resources. A court order was thus issued instructing 
the Master to take them to Miramichi, where the ship was bound. Since the 
captain refused to take them without further payment, the Magistrate James 
Blackic, altered their passport so they could travel to Halifax aboard the Kitty. 
They probably arrived there in July or August, 1817. (Byrne 9) 

The voyage from Dublin, or another Irish port such as Watcrford, would 
probably not have been a pleasant one. Travel was by boats under sail power, 
built to carry lumber from Canada back to Britain. To make the voyage more 
profitable, they were crudely outfitted to carry passengers on the voyage back 
to Canada, most often a six week journey—after they got started. 

Immigrants would often have to remain on the crowded quays for days 
awaiting a favorable wind. We can imagine young James in the milling crowd, 
exchanging information with others about their hopes and fears for life in 

THE DEPARTURE 
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Canada. These large crowds were targets for many criminals who would try in 
many ways to rob them of their precious money—the money which had 
perhaps been gathered from many relatives. (It was common practice that one 
family membcrgo out to Canada and earn the fares forothcrs to emigrate.) The 
worst of these con-men, called crimps and (outers, prided themselves on their 
ability to lead unsuspecting travellers to a lodging house to await sailing time. 
There the immigrants often became drunk and were robbed and/or picked up 
diseases which were spread among their fellow travellers aboard ship. 

The cost of a ticket, about a half-year's wages, was raised in a number of 
ways. Some saved the cost of fere themselves. Others borrowed it from a group 
of relatives. Some landlords paid passages of tenants to allow the landlords to 
enlarge their landholdings. Still others were in "workhouses" (a place which 
provided food and shelter in times of famine—a sort of poorhousc). Sometimes 
workhouses provided funds for people to emigrate. That young James Doyle 
paid his own passage is indicated by him on the 1841 Census. Shipping 
regulations stated that three passengers could be transported for every five 

UP ON DECK 

>ns of ship. Since an average vessel was about 250 tons, we can expect that 
James came out on a vessel with 149 other passengers. Temporary births in the 

I holds of these lumber vessels were ten feet long and five feet wide. Each 
accommodated up to five adults who slept in shifts. During bad weather, 
hatches had to be closed, sometimes for up to a week. Emigrants normally 
brought their own food with them to procure cheaper fares. Food consisted 
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